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• Poetry is as amenable to the exploration of ideas and theory as any other textual art practice. It relies on aesthetic 
values of style and technique, but also works well when possessed of a conceptual underpinning.  Without an Alibi was 
conceived as an opportunity for an extended exploration and analysis of various environmental issues and ideas, and 
informed by an engagement with eco-critical and evo-critical theory.   
 
• The book makes a contribution by demonstrating that poetry is a reflexive process and one where argument is 
mediated by imagery, dramatic monologue, historical reconstruction and other literary devices. It draws the reader into 
evocative and pleasurable scenarios and discourses so that they can actively experience and reflect on issues, in ways 
that a prose argument may not induce them to do. The book has had a strongly positive reception and drawn praise 
from a number of scholars including Professor John Kinsella (Churchill College, Cambridge University) and Professor 
Peter Pierce (Canberra Times). Poems from the book have since been included in the key anthologies The Penguin 
Anthology of Australian Poetry (2000) and Australian Poetry Since 1988 (Uni of NSW Press).  
 
